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Dia Art Foundation hereby submits the following comments concerning DOE's requested
authority to construct a spur rail line from Caliente, Nevada to the Yucca Mountain facility.

Dia is both a landowner in Lincoln County, and an advocate for Michael Heizer's City
complex, an internationally-renowned Land Art sculpture in Garden Valley, NV. The artwork,
underway since 1972, is acclaimed as one of the great art monuments of our time, and Dia has
served as a major conduit of funding for the project which is nearing completion Even in its
unfinished state, City has garnered significant attention including a cover story in The New
York Times Sunday Magazine (2/6705) and inclusions in myriad art history text books and
expert publications about 20th century artwork. It has also served as an important economic
stimulus in Lincoln County by fcnneling over $14M into the local economy over the last 12
years.

Heizer is a native Westerner with deep family ties to Nevada. The son of a respected
anthropologist who wrote extensively on ancient Nevada great basin and archeological sites, he
chose the beautiful and remote Garden Valley as the location to create a timeless American
monument in the spirit of the ancient cities of Egypt, Peru, and Mexico. His conception, City,
is a mile-and-a-half long complex of abstract sculptural-architectural forms made of earth, rock
and concrete, sourced at the site. It is the fullest expression of his influential art practice which
has been recognized around the world, and his art is in the collections of leading museums
including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, the Museum of Modern Art, New
York, the Meml Collection, Houston, and the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York.
When complete, City will attract visitors from around the globe.

Heizer chose Garden Valley for its sense of timelessness evoked in the undeveloped natural
setting, and City's construction has been painstakingly conducted to preserve indigenous flora
and fauna. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) identified the Valley as a unique
American resource worthy of a Class II designation, and indeed, it would be difficult to find a
site in the United States with a comparable confluence of natural and manmade resources.

While no exact parallel exists, there arc other works of Land Art from the same generation, and
recently state governments have taken significant steps to preserve the experience of them by
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preventing non-natural development within the vicwshed. In 2007 the State of New Mexico
appropriated $500,000 towards the acquisition of an approximately 6,000 acre permanent
conservation easement adjacent to Walter De Maria's Lightning Field (1977) in New Mexico;
and in 2008 the State of Utah committed to protecting the isolated experience of Robert
Smithson's SpiralJetty (1970) in the north arm of the Great Salt Lake from nearby offshore oil
drilling. Internationally, similar actions arc also advocated: at Stonehenge, UNESCO led
efforts to eliminate traffic and road noise around the World Heritage Site and return the area to
its original grasslands environment.

In Nevada, we have the opportunity to prevent such catastrophic problems before they start by
diverting the proposed rail development which would destroy the experience of Heizcr's
sculpture for future generations of visitors. However, DOE's Rail Alignment EIS does not
sufficiently address scoping comments provided by Michael Hcizer, Dia Art Foundation, and
internationally-recognized art experts from across the United States over the past four years.
Our primary concerns include:

1. DOE's violation of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) when, in the FEES it
identified five corridors without first selecting a preferred mode of transportation and
without adequately studying the routes. By not inspecting the corridors from the ground,
and conducting only a cursory over-flight before announcing its preference of the Caliente
Corridor, DOE operated in a fashion contrary to standard industry practice;

2. DOE's inadequate knowledge of the routes and its inability to definitively explain their
selection of the costly and lengthy Caliente Corridor. Significantly, DOE did not know that
the Caliente Corridor immediately bypassed the internationally-renowned City complex
although it has been identified on USGS maps since 1985.

3. DOE's failure to consult affected property owners before stating a preference for the
Caliente Corridor, despite its recognition in the FE1S that it needed to identify a preferred
rail corridor in consultation with stakeholders.

4. DOE's insufficient consideration of BLM's thoughtful, environmentally-beneficial
recommendations for a visual resource plan in Garden Valley. The Caliente Rail Corridor
will bring noise, pollution, and noxious weeds into pristine Garden Valley and disrupt the
quiet majesty and uninterrupted viewshed of City and the surrounding Quinn Canyon and
Worthington Ranges.

5. DOE'5 insufficient analysis of increased traffic under the shared-use Rail Line scenario
Among the many devastating impacts will be the tremendous negative impact to Garden
Valley's natural soundscapc where ambient noise hovers about 15 dBA, a level so low that
special equipment was needed to measure it. (As comparison, typical quiet suburban areas
far from major roadways will often be around 30 dBA in the late night hours.)

6. DOE's insufficient public exploration of possible alternative routes that avoid the Walker
River Reservation along the Mina Route. DOE states that the Mina Alternative would be
"environmentally preferable...[have] fewer private-land conflicts, less surface disturbance,
smaller wetlands impacts, and smaller air quality impacts than the Caliente Implementing
Alternative" (DOE/EIS-0369,2-119) yet they have not publicly explored spurs that avoid
the reservation.



Dia recognizes DOE's attempt to mitigate the negative impacts of the Caliente Rail Corridor in
Garden Valley through its preferred Garden Valley Alternate 3 which runs furthest from City.
However, we continue to oppose any corridor traversing Garden Valley because the negative
impacts cannot be mitigated and wilt cause irreparable damage to the area's aural, aesthetic,
and environmental character. Additionally, the simulations outlined in Appendix D: Aesthetic
Resources are based on key observations points that have no relationship to City, nor to
Heizer's conception of how the artwork will be seen, and thus do nothing to quell our concerns
about the presence of a rail line in the valley.

To provide a sense of the extraordinary cultural resource at risk, attached are a selection of the
myriad letters written by museum directors from across the nation in support of City and
protecting Garden Valley. Dia appreciates STB's time and attention to die issues raised here,
and urges STB to require DOE to thoroughly analyze and quantify alternatives that will
preserve Garden Valley in its current state for the cultural betterment of the nation and the
world.



41411111*
Association of Art Museum Directors

December 15,2004 VIA FAX

President George W. Bush
The White House Htrfosk.
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue m tf t.
«•> «_• _* vw A«MA 4i ta*i 6jlh $H«Washington, D.C 20500

Dear President Bush, '"'
rn

On behalf of the Association of Art Museum Directors we urge your help in " *""
preserving one of America's greatest cultural monuments in Garden Valley,
Nevada. Michael Heizcr's Ciify project, a massive earthworic, will be destroyed *,!^^N
ifmeDepartmentofEnergy(DOE)buirdsitspIaiinedrail line to carry nuclear 1'19FStre*f'N-w-Soiw™
waste to Yucca Moimtam through Garden Valley The nil line would destroy
the appropriate empty and silent surrounding for this epic-scale artwork and
cause a great cultural loss for the nation, as well as the leas of more than 30 Fn

years work of a single artist, and millions of dollars of philanthropic support
for those effort*.

Hozer's monumental abstract Architectural-sculptural forms cover an area that
is over one mile long and 1000 feet wide. Composed of earth, rock, and
concrete, the complex is unrivaled in scale and scope anywhere in the world,
except perhaps by the ancient ceremonial cities which inspired it The project
is the fullest expression of the artist's ideas that have already been celebrated
in exhibitions in the nation's most important museums from New York, to
Detroit, to Los Angeles, as well as in many international venues. Utilizing a
combination of ancient and modern building technologies to create his timeless
awe-inspiring forms, Ci(y, which is nearly complete, will stand as one of the
most remarkable artistic achievements of our time.

We understand there are alternatives to the current plan for the rail line that
would avoid Garden Valley entirely. The members of the Association of Art
Museum Directors (see attached list) believe that it is of utmost importance
that the government reconsider and redesign its proposed rail line to avoid this
culturally significant site.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you like more information.

Sincerely yours.

Millicent Hall Gaudieri
Executive Director
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Actdand Art Museum
University of North Carolina
Chapel HO NC

Akron Art Museum
Akron OH

AlbriflhtKnoKAitGalleiy
Buffalo NY

Altontown Art Hunum
ABentownPA

Anton Cirttr Museum
Fort Worth TX

Arkansas Arts Center
UWeRockAR

Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago IL

Asian Art Museum of San Francisco
San Francisco CA

BaMmore Museum of Art
Baltimore NO

Bass Museum of Art
Miami Beach FL

Berkeley Ait Museum
UnfvosftM California
Berkeley CA

Birmingham Museum of Art
Birmingham AL

Boise Art Museum
Boise ID

Brand/wine River Museum
Charts Ford PA

Brigham Young Unlvsrsity Museum of Art
ProvoUT

Brooklyn Museum of Art
Brooklyn NY

Butler Institute of American Art
YoungstownOH

Cantor Art* Center
Stanford University
Stanford CA

Carnegie Museum of Art
Pittsburgh PA

Chrysler Museum
Norfolk VA

Cincinnati Art Muaeum
Cincinnati OH

Cleveland Museum of Art
Cleveland OH

Colonial VWIismsburg Foundation
VWDamabuigVA

Contemporary Arts Center
Cincinnati OH

Contemporary Arts Museum Houston
Houston TX

Corcoran Gallery of Art
Washington DC

Crocker Art Museum
Sacramento CA

Cummer Museum of Art ft Gardens
Jacksonville Ft

Curttar Museum of Art
Manchester NH

Dallas Museum of Art
Dallas TX

IJ.A • j- t-nrti r* ?



Dayton Art Institute
Dayton OH

DeCordovi Museum tnd Sculpture Park
Lincoln MA

Delaware Art Museum
WlmingtonDE

Denver Art Museum
Denver CO

Dee Molnee Art Cantor
DesMoinesIA

Detroit Institute of Arts
Detroit Ml

Dli Center tor the Arts
NewYoikNY

Dbnn Gallery and Gardene
Memphis TN

El MuMocM Barrio
NewYorkNY

Etvehjern Mueeuin of Art
Madison Wl

Fanwwnrtft Art Mueaum
RocMandME

Fine Arts Museuma of San Frandaco
SanFrandscoCA

FlbrtlnatltuteofArla
Flint Ml

Frederick R. Wetoman Art Museum
University of Minnesota
MirmeapoleMN

George Eaftnum House
RodiestorNY

Georgia OKeeffe Museum
Santa FeNM

Grand Rapids Art Museum
Grand Rapids Ml

Harvard University Art Museum
Cambridge, MA

Henry Art Gallery
Seattle WA'

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art
ComeU UnhersHy
Ithaca NY

High Museum of Art
Atlanta GA

Honolulu Academy of Aria
Honolulu HI

Hudson River Muaflum
Venters NY

Indiana University Art Museum
BtoomlngtonlN

Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston
Boston UA

Institute of Contemporary Art,
Philadelphia
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia PA

International Canter of Photography
NewYoifcNY

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
Boston MA

Jack S. Btanton Museum of Art
University d Texas at Austin
Austin TX

ci



Japan Society Gallery
New York NY

Jawtah Museum
New York NY

John and Mabto Rlngltng Muuum of Art
SarasotaFL

Joslyn Art Museum
Omaha NE

Kalamazoo InatHuta of Arte
KalamazooMI

Kintell Art Hutaum
Fort Worth TX

Long BtKh Museum of Art
Long Beach CA

Los Angeles County Muaeum of Art
Loa Angeles CA

Lowe Art Museum
Coral Gables FL

Msedows Museum
Southern Methodist University
Dallas, TX

Memorial Art GaJtsry of Rochester
University of Rochester
Rochester NY

MempMa Brooks Museum of Art
Memphis TN

MstropoHlan Museum of Art
New York NY

Miami Art Museum
Miami FL

Hflwaukae Art Museum
Milwaukee Wl

Mmnespolla Institute of Arts
Minneapolis MN

Modem Art Mueeum of Fort Worth
FortYVorthTX

Hontetalr Art Museum
MontdalrNJ

Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts
Montgomery AL

Munson Williams Proctor Arts InatHute
UfcaNY

Musoo do Arte do Ponce
Ponce. Puerto Wco

Museum for AMeen Art
Long Island Cfty NY

Museum of Ait Fort LaudenSaJe
FLLaudwdate.FL

Museum of Contemporary Art. Chicago
Chicago IL

Ifuseam of Contempomy Art los
Angela
Las Angeles CA

Museum of Contemporary Art, San Ohgo
LaJoflaCA

Maseum of Fine Arts, Boston

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Houston TX

Museum of Modern Art
NewYoANY

Nelson4lkln> Muesumof Art
Kansas City MO



New Museum off Contemporary Art
New York NY

Now Orleans Museum of Art
New Orleans LA

Newsrk Museum
Newark NJ

Norman Rockwell Museum
StocfcbridgeMA

North Caroline Mueeum of Art
Raleigh NC

Norton Museum of Art
West Palm Beach FL

OeMand Ihujeum «f Ceflbmla
OaHandCA

Orange County Museum of Art
Newport Beach, CA

Ortando Museum of Art
Orlando FL

Palm Springe Desert Museum
Pahn Springs CA

Palmer Mueeum of Art
UnharstyParkPA

Parrish Art Mueeum
Southampton NY

Peabody Eesex Museum
Salem, MA

Psnnsyfvanla Academy of the RnoArte
Philadelphia PA

PhflvMphla Mueeum of Art
Philadelphia PA

PhHbrook Mueeum of Art
Tdsa,OK

Phoenix Art Mueeum
Phoenix AZ

Ptorpont Morgan Ubrary
New York NY

Portland (Memo) Mueeum of Art
Portland ME

Portland (Oregon) Art Mueeum
Portland OR

Mnceton Untverally Art Mueeum
Princeton NJ

QueeneMueeum
Queens NY

Saint Louto Art Museum
SLLoutoMO

Samuel P. Htm Mueeum of Art
Unhreraty of Florida
Gainesville FL

San Dtogo Mueeum of Art
P.080X
San Diego CA

San Francisco Museum of Modem Art
Sen Francisco CA

Sena Barbara Mueeum of Art
Santa Barbara CA

Seattle Art Museum
Seattle WA

Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery
University of Nebraska Lincoln
Lincoln NE

Smith Colbge Mueeum of Art
Northampton MA



Snfts Museum of Art
University of Note Darm
Notre Dame IN

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum
New York NY

Speed Art Museum
Louisville KY

St.PeUfsburgMueeumofFlneAiti
St Peterabuig PL

Sterilng a Frandne dark Art Inetftuta
P.O. Box
WilGarnstownMA

Studio Museum In Kaftan
New York NY

TiftHunum
Cincinnati OH

Tampa Museum of Art
Tampa FL

Telfalr Museum of Art
Savannah GA

The Andy Warhol Museum
Pittsburgh PA

The Contemporary Muaeum
Honolulu HI

The Menu Collection
Houston TX

The Phillips Collection
Washington DC

The Waftera Art Museum
Baltimore MD

TheWoJfaonian
Florida International University
Miami Beach FL

Toledo Museum of Art
Toledo OH

UCLA Hammer Muaeum of Art
Los Angeles CA

UhhrenUy of Iowa Museum of Art
lowaOtylA

Unr/orstty of Michigan Muaeum off Art
AnnAiborMI

Virginia Museum of Fine Arta
Richmond, VA

Wadawortli Atheneum
Hartford CT

Walker Art Center
Minneapolis UN

Hewer Center for the Arts, O.S.U.
Columbus OH

Whitney Museum of American Art
New York, NY

Wichita Art Museum
Wichita KS

Wlnterthur Museum, Garden and Library
WinttHtnurDE

Worcester Art Museum
Worcester MA

Yato Center for Briton Art
New HavenCT

Yale Unhranfty Art Galhiy
New HavenCT



The Museum of Modern Art

Glenn D lowry
Director

August 31,2004

Mr. Spencer Abraham
Secretary
U S Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave.. SW
Room 7A-257
Washington, DC. 20585

Dear Secretary Abraham,

I have learned recently, from the Dla Foundation, that artist Michael Heizer"s City sculpture is
threatened by the Department of Energy's (DOE) proposal to build a rail ttne that would move
nuclear waste through Nevada's Garden Valley to Yucca Mountain I strongly encourage you and
the DOE to consider one of the feasible alternative transport options that would avoid tarnishing
Maker's hugely significant work, which he began in 1970.

Heizer, the renowned sculptor, is nearing completion on his massive structure, CWy, which fuses
ancient and modem ideas with a sense of timelessness. As Michael Kimmelman, art critic for the
New York rimes notes, 'City was a very American kind of dream- big, brash, maverick [and]
optimistic." The masterpiece Is nearly ready for the public to experience; however, the proposed
rail line would disrupt the prevaBIng silence and undisturbed open space that Is essential to the
unique experience of the work

I understand there are a number of other possible routes and strongly urge you to consider them
I hope you will do everything possible to protect the integrity of the City sculpture The value of
the City project to our national cultural heritage is inestimable Please do not hesitate to call on
me if I can be of assistance or can answer any questions.

With test wishes,

Glenn D Lowry

11 West 53 Stieet, New York, N Y 10019 Tel 212-708-9773 Fax 212-708-9744 Genn.Lowryomoma org
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0/ncforomfAwftfenf July 22, 2004

President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

For it's more than 100-year history, The Art Institute of Chicago has
made every effort to acquire and preserve the finest examples of
American Art In all mediums. While our collections represent most of
the world's major cultures, past and present, the Trustees have always
felt that they had a particular responsibility to the artistic creation of
the United States and the cultures that proceeded the arrival of
Europeans to this continent.

However, there are certain masterpieces of recent American art, which
cannot be collected or experienced within a museum. Michael Helzer's
extraordinary earthwork entitled "City" Is one of the most important
examples of this uniquely American art form. Helzer Is universally
recognized as one of the most outstanding artists of our time who has
both made a unique contribution to the field of contemporary art and
drawn our attention to and enhanced our understanding of the natural
environment and the indigenous, pre-Columbian cultures that lived In
harmony with It.

I would like to express my profound concern with regard to the current
plans to introduce a rail line to transport nuclear waste directly
through Nevada's Garden Valley, and specifically the Triple Aught
Foundation Property that houses Helzer's "City". This plan would
irrevocably violate not only the pristine landscape but also the entire
spirit and aesthetic experience of this work of art.



President George W. Bush
July 22, 2004
Page 2

Helzer selected the Nevada Great Basin Valley precisely because of its
remoteness and has designed his earthwork to both reflect and respect
the geological context. His is a uniquely contemporary American form
of expression that has grown out of our own history and a profound
understanding of and respect for our geography.

I respectfully urge you to recognize the Importance for current and
future generations of this unique work of art by assuring that the rail
line Is routed In such a way that it will not endanger the current
natural and artistic treasure that is the Garden Valley and Helzer's
"City".

Yours sincerely,

James N. Wood
Director and President

JNW/kp



LAJOLLA DOWNTOWN
mailing adorns 1001 Kattrwr Boulevard
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October 21,2004

President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington DC 20050
Via fax: 202-456-2461

Dear President Bush:

I have visited the artist Michael Heizer on the site of his sculpture, "City," located in Garden
Valley, Nevada, and thus have first-hand knowledge of this extraordinary work of art I am
compelled to write and tell you of my profound concerns for the preservation and protection
of this artwork, because of the federal government's plans for the surrounding area. The
artwork is located where the planned rail line would be installed to carry nuclear waste to
Yucca Mountain. But "City" is also threatened by proposals of the Vidler Water Company
to extract and transport water from Garden Valley.

As a museum director who has served this field for more than thirty years, as well as a
scholar of contemporary art, I assure you that Heizer is one of the most important artists our
country has produced, internationally recognized as a pioneer of "Land Art," "Earth Art,"
and "Environmental Art." The Heizer sculpture "City*1 consists of rectangular structures
around a curved, sunken gravel-coated court. The structures - which call to mind an ancient
site - are immense concrete and dirt "mastabas" rectangles with sloped sides. One of them
alone is more than a quarter-mile long. Its irregular surface incorporates two projections, one
triangular and one rectangular, and several upright slabs that poke up over the top like
mountain peaks. Hie slabs (Heizer calls them "steles") rise as much as 70 feet and weigh up
to a thousand tons each. Altogether, "City" is now, and will continue to be, one of the most
massive modem sculptures ever built. After nearly 30 years work, Heizer has passed the first
stage toward completing what is essentially his own Chicken Itza in the desert.

The artist's work in the Nevada Great Basin valley is of a scale and ambition that is unique.
Located in what is now an essentially untouched natural landscape, "City" has a grandeur
and impact that can only be compared with some of the great monumental sites of pre-

*PTSAHD1«C-0



October 21.2004 PAGE 2

Columbian cultures of Mexico or Central America, or Native American cultures in the
Southwest or Midwest.

For the U.S. government to endanger this work by putting a nuclear-wasle-carrying rail line
in such close proximity is absolutely unthinkable. I urge you to ask the Department of
Energy to reconsider its plans to run this rail line through either Garden Valley or Coal
Valley, and instead look at alternatives that would follow alongside existing highways.
Furthermore, it is essential that any future pipelines and well heads that might be installed by
the Vidler, Water Company (or others) do not disrupt either Garden or Coal Valley.

As a past president of the Association of Art Museum Directors, representing 200 of the
most prominent museums in North America, I ask you to look carefully at this situation,
listen to the experts in art scholarship and museums, and ensure that Michael Heizer's
monumental landmark in Nevada, entitled "City," be protected and preserved for posterity.

The Board of Trustees of our Museum, listed below, joins me in asking you to oppose the
current plans, which will have such a devastating impact on one of the most significant
artworks of its kind to be produced in this country.

Please don't hesitate to contact my office if I can provide further information (858-454-3541
xl 14).

Sincerely,

Dr. Hugh M. Davies
The David C. Copley Director

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Muaoum of Contemporary Art San DIago
Dr. Mary Berglund. President Paufine Foster
Victor vilaplana, Treasurer Murray A. Gribln
Or. Peter C FarreD. Vice President Judith C. Hails
Ron Taylor. Vice President Dr. Paul E Jacobs
David Guss. Secretary Mason Phaps
Barbara Artedge Colette Carson Royston
Barbara Bloom Nora D Sargent
Ronald L Suslck Joyce Strauss
Charles G Ccchrane.MD Matthew C. Strauss
ifethiean Connor Nancy B. Taken
David C Copley Sheryt White
Sue K. Edwards Brent V. Woods
Carolyn P. Farrls Jcffery O. Yates
J.ToddFlpj



THE MENIL COLLECTION

June 8,2004

President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

Having just returned from a visit to Michael Heizer, considered to he one of the most
outstanding artists of our times, and his Triple Aught Foundation Property in Garden
Valley, Nevada, I must express my deep concern at what I learned of the current plans for
this area

Michael Heizer is internationally recognized as one of the pioneers of a new art form
created in the 1960's known as "Land Art," "Earth Art," or "Environmental Art." In
addition to being a significant natural treasure, the property in Garden Valley is also the
site of Heizer's most ambitious project in this vein to date, an earthwork entitled "City," a
monumental, and one of the most outstanding, modern sculptures ever undertaken. The
project is now nearing completion, but has recently come under threat, not only by the
proposed routing of the rail line that is planned to carry nuclear waste to Yucca
Mountain, but also by the proposals of the Vidler Water Company to extract and
transport water from Garden Valley.

The Nevada Great Basin valley was chosen by Heizer precisely because its remoteness
afforded him the space to work directly in the landscape at a monumental scale; the
silence and vast undisturbed environment is essential to the basic concept of the
sculpture. In addition to the visual impacts, construction and operation of a rail line
would destroy the prevailing silence that is essential to the experience of the work. In
summation, these impacts would simply and virtually destroy the sculpture, a cultural
resource of national and international importance.

The monumental size and the location of this sculpture in an untouched landscape in
Nevada make this work particularly and uniquely American. The grandeur of "City" links
contemporary American art with monumental sites of pre-Columbian art in ancient
Mexico, Bolivia and Peru, as well as with American Indian tumuli m the Midwest. The
very fact that the sculpture was located far away from civilization provides the sculpture
with a profoundly timeless and otherworldly dimension. To endanger this unique work by
developing a railroad line in such close proximity would not only compromise "City," it
will, to an absolute certainty, garner serious negative national and international attention
and severe criticism.

1511BRANARD HOUSTON, TEX AS 77006 TFL 713-525*100 FAX 71V525-9W4



If another mode of transportation cannot be found, it is important that the DOE
reconsider its plan to site the rail line through either Garden or Coal Valleys. I understand
that tracks could follow alongside existing highways, and I would urge DOE to consider
this route. Further, it is imperative that any future pipelines and well heads installed by
Vidlcr Water Company or others used to extract and transport water do not disrupt either
Valley.

I very much hope we can work together to ensure that this cultural landmark in Nevada
can be fostered and protected.

Sincerely.

Josef Hclfcnstein
Director
The Menil Collection and Foundation

cc: Menil Foundation Trustees:
Louisa Stude Sarofim, President
Adelaide de Menil Carpenter
Frances Dittmer
James A. Elkins. Jr.
Windi Grimes

' Agnes Gund
Roy L. Nolen
Francesco Pellizzi
George Stark
Charles Wright
Michael Zilkha

Christophe dc Menil
Michael Govan, DIA An Foundation



725 VINEUND PLACE MINNEAPOLIS MN 55403 USA
TEL 6123757600 FAX 6123757618
WWWWALKERARTORG

WALKER ART CENTER MINNEAPOLIS SCULPTURE GARDEN

Tuesday. July 27.2004

President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20500
FAX 202-456-2461

Dear President Bush,

I am writing to express my deep reservations concerning the Department of Energy's plan to build
a rail line through Nevada's Garden Valley, and. consequently, destroy Michael Heizer's
extraordinary earthwork City. I'm not so cynical as to believe the destruction of this extremely
influential and well-known work - 35 years in the making - is intentional. I ask you to find
alternatives to disturbing the remote environment in which this monumental artwork sits and out
of which it was made. Imagine the benefits of the Department of Energy being recognized
internationally as an arts patron rather than as a cultural pirate.

I very much hope you will work towards ensuring the future of this cultural landmark.

Sincerely.

Director

cc. Michael Goven. Dia Art Foundation



GuggenheimMUSEUM
1D71 fifth Avtnu*

New Ywt NY 10121OI7J
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Vt"« 212 431 36EO

September 7, 2004

Mr. Spencer Abraham
Secretary
U S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Room 7A-257
Washington. D.C. 20585

Dear Mr Secretary,

It has recently come to my attention that Michael Heizer's City project—perhaps
one of the nation's most ambitious and singularly significant artworks—may be
compromised by plans for a new railroad to cany nudear waste to the proposed
repository at Yucca Mountain.

When Heizer chose his remote" location in Garden Valley. Nevada over 30 years
ago. he sought a site of utmost frapquility and remove. His work, a fusion of
ancient and modem geometric forms, relies on both the silence and the vast
undisturbed open space of its surrounding environment. The conjunction of art
and environment in Heizer's City project is rivaled perhaps only by the ancient
ceremonial cities which inspired it. and the project's value to our American
cultural heritage is inestimable.

•
I urge you to consider alternate routes for the rail that avoid Garden Valley
completely, and to do everything you can to protect this great work of art and its
Garden Valley environment.

Sincerely,

Thomas Krens

S O L O M O N I G U G G E N H E I M M U S E U M


